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Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
2004 Released Items – Social Studies 

(Kentucky Department of Education, 2005) 
 
Elementary 
 
Multiple Choice - People in the United States 
1. People in the United States enjoy freedom of speech. This freedom is protected by the 
 

a) Declaration of Independence. 
b) Bill of Rights. 
c) Emancipation Proclamation. 
d) Articles of Confederation. 
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Multiple Choice – Average Temperatures  
3. Use the bar graph below to answer question 3. 
 

 
3. If you are looking for a place to live that has warm winters and cool summers, which city would be your best 

choice? 
a) Albany, NY 
b) San Diego, CA 
c) Anchorage, AK 
d) San Antonio, TX 
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Open Response – Government Workers 
7. In the United States, the town, county, and state governments, and the national 
    government collects taxes to provide citizens with many different services. Some 
    of the tax money is used to hire people to do the different government jobs that 
    provide these services. 
 

a. Identify TWO types of government jobs. 
b. Describe the services each job provides. 

 
 
Middle School 
 
Multiple Choice – Shared Powers 
1. Under our system of checks and balances, the Supreme Court can limit the power 
    of both the Congress and the President by 
 

a) impeaching public officials. 
b) vetoing a law. 
c) making appointments. 
d) declaring a law unconstitutional. 

 
Multiple Choice – Market Economies 
3. In a free market economy, the price and quality of goods and services are most strongly affected by 
 

a) advertising. 
b) competition. 
c) borrowing. 
d) regulation. 
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Open Response – America’s Diversity 
8. Before the arrival of Europeans, North America was home to many different Native American peoples and cultures. 

Beginning in the 1600s, Europeans and Africans added to America’s diversity. Today we live in a society that was 
shaped by each of these three groups, as well as by other groups who arrived later. 

 
a. Identify one contribution to American life made by each of the three groups listed below: 

 Native Americans 

 African Americans 

 European Americans (Spanish, English, German, Irish, etc.) 
b. Explain why these contributions are still important in American life today. Use specific examples to support your 

answer. 
 

Open Response – Separation of Powers 
9. The framers of the U.S. Constitution wanted to prevent the new federal government 
from becoming a dictatorship. To keep the government from becoming too 
powerful, they divided its powers among three branches—the legislative branch, 
the executive branch, and the judicial branch. 

 
a. For each of the three branches of government identify one power given to it by the Constitution. 
b. Explain why each power you identified in part a is important in our system of government. Support your 

explanation with specific, real-life examples. 
 
High School 
 
Multiple Choice – Supreme Court 
1. The ability of the Supreme Court to declare an act of Congress, or of the president, unconstitutional is an example 

of 
a) capitalism. 
b) states’ rights. 
c) federalism. 
d) judicial review.  
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Multiple Choice – Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 
5. The Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 introduced which form of government to Russia? 

a) communism 
b) democracy 
c) fascism 
d) monarchy 

 
Open Response – Constitutional Rights 
6. Constitutional rights in the United States extend to all citizens. The Bill of Rights guarantees: 

 freedom of religion 

 freedom of speech 

 freedom of the press 

 the right to assemble and to petition the government 

 the right to keep and bear arms 

 freedom from unreasonable search and seizure 

 the right to due process of law (speedy and fair trial, impartial jury, right to counsel, protection against cruel 
and unusual punishment) 

 
a. Select one of the Constitutional rights listed above that you support or that you feel is particularly important. 

Discuss two reasons for your position. 
b. Select one of the Constitutional rights listed above that you do not support or that you feel should be amended. 

Discuss two reasons for your position. 
 
Open Response – The Great Northern Migration 
9. Human migration can be the result of factors that “push” populations from one place or “pull” them to another. In 

the U.S., between 1910 and 1945, many African Americans migrated from rural southern areas to large northern 
cities. This migration from the South to the North redistributed America’s black population and had lasting social 
and political effects on the nation. 
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a. Describe two conditions in the rural southern areas during this time period that caused African Americans to 
consider migrating to the North. 

b. Describe two conditions in northern cities during this time period that attracted African Americans to the 
North. 
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Reading—4th grade 
 

Cereal boxes advertise as well as give information. Read the 
cereal box shown below.  Then answer the questions that follow. 
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Mark your answer choices for multiple-choice questions 6 through 9 in the 
spaces provided. 
6. In the phrase “Choco-Yummies come alive and dance with glee,” what does 
glee mean? 

A.  joy      
B.  singers 
C.  strength 
D. Dancers 
 

 
7. Which is true according to the Nutrition Facts chart? 

A.  Brown sugar is listed as an ingredient. 
B.  Servings have 25 grams of carbohydrates. 
C.  There are about 19 servings in each box. 
D. There is more vitamin D than niacin. 
 

 
8. Which statement below is a fact? 

A.  Yummy, tasty, and delicious—that’s Choco-Yummies! 
B.  Choco-Yummies are low in fat and sugar. 
C.  Choco-Yummies contain 3 grams of fat. 
D. Every bite is full of fun and excitement. 
 

 
9. Why is the name Choco-Yummies in large print on the front of the box? 

A.  It reminds the reader of all the ingredients. 
B.  It draws attention to the name of the cereal. 
C.  It reminds the reader that the cereal tastes good. 
D. It makes the box look bigger. 
 

10. On the Choco-Yummies cereal box, there are several examples of facts and 
opinions. 
a. List TWO statements from the box that are opinions. 
b. Explain how these TWO statements make customers want to buy and eat 
Choco-Yummies. 
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Reading—7th Released 
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11. The Sumerians chose 60 as the base for their number system because 
A.  there are 60 minutes in an hour. 
B.  they invented dial clocks. 
C.  60 can be divided easily. 
D. there were six sacred directions on the Sumerian compass. 
 

 
12. The author says that using dial references when viewing objects under a 

microscope helps to show the 
A.  position of an object. 
B.  time that the object is observed. 
C.  frequency of appearance of the object. 
D. duration of time that the object is evident. 
 

 
13. Which feature of a dial clock do astronomers use to define Earth’s rotation? 

A.  its numbering system 
B.  its direction of hand movement 
C.  its relationship to a compass 
D. its movement over time 
 

 
14. The author concludes that in the future 

A.  only scientists will use dial clocks. 
B.  new clock terms will be invented. 
C.  the clock problem will continue. 
D. children will learn to count differently. 
 

Open Response 
Discuss three arguments that the author uses in trying to convince the reader 
that dial clocks are better than digital clocks. 
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Reading –10th Released 
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Mark your answer choices for multiple-choice questions 1 through 4 in the spaces provided. 
1. What purpose does repeating the phrase, “and Brutus is an honorable man,” serve in Marc Antony’s first speech? 

A.  to raise doubt about whether Brutus is an honorable man 
B.  to emphasize that Marc Antony agrees with Brutus 
C.  to express Marc Antony’s grief over Caesar’s death 
D. to praise Caesar’s life and accomplishments 
 

 
2. Which two persuasive techniques does Marc Antony use in his first speech? 

A.  logical reasoning and name-calling 
B.  emotional appeal and imitation 
C.  circular reasoning and testimonial 

D. rhetorical questions and repetition 
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3. Marc Antony’s words, “my heart is in the coffin there with Caesar,” are an example of 
A.  inferred meaning. 
B.  literal meaning. 
C.  figurative language. 
D. colloquial language. 
 

 
4. The main purpose of the dialogue between the plebeians is to 

A.  keep the crowd’s attention. 
B.  raise doubts about why Caesar was murdered. 
C.  prove Brutus was an honorable man. 
D. express satisfaction with the new leadership. 
 

 
Open Response 
 
Marc Antony uses evidence to convince the crowd that Caesar was not ambitious. 
 
a. Identify three examples of the evidence that Marc Antony uses to support his 
claim that Caesar was not ambitious. 
b. Explain why these examples are effective support for his claim. 
 
 

 


