January 26,2012

Special Education

PDE Compliance Monitoring
1U8 Gifted Networking Event

Amy Miller, Central Elementary Principal, Director of

Linda Cubbison, School Psychologist

Introductions

=1 - Amy Miller
¢ Linda Cubbison

education.

* About us, our roles, and our experiences

e Tell us about you, your role, and your
experience with gifted and special

PA Department of Education

Gifted Education
Compliance
Monitoring

Special Education
Compliance
Monitoring

Oceur Simultaneously




Major Differences in the Gifted and
Special Education Monitoring Cycles

r"' i
II\? * Gifted Education e Special Education
i > Shorter (2 days) > Longer (3 days)
o GFSA o FSA
+ 7 Reports = 23reports
o Admin Interview » Admin Interview
+ No presentation * presentation required
required
GIFTED EDUCATION
MONITORING
K4 B-D-A

Before-During-After
Gifted Education

Compliance Monitoring Requirements for
School Districts




Before

» Attend training at PDE (handout G1)
¢ Complete Gifted FSA (handout G2)
e Conduct File Review (handout G3)

¢ Schedule Admin Interview

e Inform Parents of Interviews (handout
G4)

e Arrange a room and meals for monitors

gifted monitoring will last 2 days

During (on-site monitoring)

e Meet with Adviser, one day prior, to
review GFSA

¢ Admin Interview

o Student/Parent/Teacher Interviews
(handout G5)

¢ Exit Interview

After

* Monitoring Report Issued after BSE

Review

e Meet with Adviser to develop Corrective

Action Plan

¢ Corrective Action must be carried out

within one calendar year

» When all items have been corrected, John

Tommasini will issue a letter to the
district




CRSD Gifted Corrective Action

* What Do We Need to
Improve?

What Do We Do Well?

* Onlz District to receive

100% positive parent
feedback
Integrating gifted ed into the
regular class at all levels
Transition services to gifted
students
= Frequent use of subject and
grade level acceleration to
meet specific needs of gifted
students
Evaluation procedures,
timelines, and
recommendations

Strategic Plan does not
directly address procedures
for the education of gifted
students

Annual training specific to
addressing the special
knowledge, skills , and
abilities to serve the unique
needs of gifted students.
Description of other options
considered on NORA—
regular education without
gifted support is NOT an

option
Educational Placement,
specific to amount and type

Other Resources

_ ¢ State and Federal Court Decisions
- ° (handout G6)

QUESTIONS?

e Contact Info:

> Amy Miller, Central Elementary Principal, Director
of Special Education
« amiller@crsd.k12.pa.us
* 814-839-4195 Ext, 4441

e Linda Cubbison, School Psychologist
* lcubbison@crsd .k 12.pa.us
* 814-839-4195 Ext. 2008




COMPLIANCE
MONITORING
for GIFTED EDUCATION

. Dr ShileyCurl
. Gifted Education Advise
. Bureau of Special Education

CMCI

= \WHY?
State requirement
= WHO? g
Bureau of Special Education
= HOW MANY?. SE
- 10 per year _-_-__-__'  i

CMCI Activities

» Pre-On-site activities with Dr. Curl related
to completion of the GFSA

= On-site Visit by the BSE Special
Education Adviser and peer monitors

= |ssuance of Monitoring Report to the
Superintendent

= Corrective Action Verification Plan
(CAVP) : Eie

G1



COmponents of CMCI

» Monitoring Document

= Gifted Facilitated Self-Assessment

(GESAY: ol it

"« File Review

Components of CMCI

(Continued)

= V\erification onsite of GESA results

s Teacher of tHe Gifted Interview

= Regular education teacher Interview

Components of CMCI

(continued)

= Student [nterview

= Parent Interview

v Classroom Observations (opticnal)




Monitoring Document

»Gifted Facilitated Self-Assessment

=7 Reports of
< district policies,
» procedures, and
= a district review of a random sampie
: of student rec:ords : ;

Monitoring Data

= SD gathers required data for on-site visit to
verify what is in the GFSA

* Most SDs utilize a crate and separate by the 7
GFSA categories

= Required documentation and/or student
. folders are placed in the crate for examination
~ by onsrte monltors : e S

JQ/!MLMA it o4
| rentR e bp AN Aed 4
" In your crate, include the most recen
g . i A pj&n — Nud

strategic plan
This plan must include : ;

1) the process for identifying students who j’) il
are gifted and in need of Specially Desagned
Instruction (SDI)

“2)the g|fted programs offered by the sehoor
district

Strategic Plans and Policy




Personnel

= Provide a list of staff trainings that
occurred during the past 24 months

= |n your file provide evidence of staff
trainings/ consuitations and the topics
{i.e., brochures staff trammg ﬂyers j

; agendas) g
Provide ewdence that suppo
information in your GFSA _-

Special Education
Dual Exceptionalities
= Provide files for students who have a

disability and are also eligible for gifted
education

Screening and Evaluation
Process

= Provide a copy of the Annual Pubhc
Notice

= Provide a copy of the Screening and
Evaluation Process - s




Gifted Education
Placement ;

= Include policy and procedure related to
gifted education placement :

= Provide the board policy related to class
size and caseloads for gifted students :

- Gifted Education
Procedural Safequards

s Make available the policy and procedures
related to gifted education procedural
safeguards :

= Review the gifted education procedural
. safeguard policy to comply with the
requirements of Chapter 16

Stuzent Record Review

= Permission To Evaluate
= Gifted Written Report (GWR)
= Invitation to participate in the Gifted

Individualized Plan (GIEP) Team Meeting ;

= Gifted Individualized Education Plan
(GIEP
" = Notice of Recommended Assignment
(NORA) :

> et A reaimt to

=Suo o soc i,

h_ o e geed
Adey



FSA File Review

= Using the data from the file revieWs,
analyze the information

= |dentify where the problem areas are in
each of the forms that were reviewed * - ;

GE-FSA

= Submit a copy to Dr. Curl

« Print out a copy for yourself

Superintendent’s Letter

= The superintendent received a letter with
the scheduled dates for the monitoring

= The Superintendent should notify the
administrative staff and the School Board
Directors of these specific dates. . .. =

fid!




Prior to Onsite Visit

= Reserve a room for the monitors to work that is
accessible to copiers and telephones El ! Q ‘! g 2 t! Q)ﬂ g ( !

. = Have your staft go tiinouygis ineh fuiders and put
* . inorder with PTE, ER/RR, Invitations, GIE

=1 NDRA for. the pasttwo years o ] 'i: V\Oﬂd .(.fb DLL’&'
= Remove ext:aneous documents fromthe =~
folders s b e O R (. M‘) M

GE-FSA

= Based on the December 1, 2009 Child
Count '

= Dr. Curl will select 14 students for whom
you will review files and records using the
file review documents ]

= \When using old forms, some mformatlon
may not apply-—Use NA : 2

Sequence of CMCI
Activities

= Entrance Conference
= Student File Review

= Teacher Interviews Student lnterwews
and Parent Interviews

= Classroom Observation
= Exit Conference




Prior to Visit

= Make copies of students’ schedules
» Make copies of teachers’ schedules
= Provide directions to schools

» Prepare demographic information for ;
ﬁeer monitors to call parents (work
ome, and cell phone)

Prior to Visit (continued)

= Notify the parents and the teachers
that they will be interviewed

= Organize the crate with the back-up
information from the FSA that was
completed prior to the visit

Onsite Visit

» Have administrators and other personnel
involved with gifted available for an '
entrance meeting

= These people will have an opportumty to -
introduce themselves and talk about
gifted education

s« At the end of the CMCI process, Dr. Curl :
will conduct an exit conference "




After the Monitoring

. = Monitoring report and Corrective Action
Verification Plan
= Monitoring report issued to the schoal
district following completlon of BSE
review
-8 Dr. Curl will meet with the d:s‘mct :
. personnel to develop the corrective :
: actlon plan gt

Post Monitoring Activities

* The SD has one year to complete the
corrective action !
« Dr. Curl returns to the school district to
review policies, procedures, and files to .
verify that the corrective action has been ‘
completed
= When all items have been corrected,”~ =
- John Tommasini sends a crosure letter to
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GIFTED FILE REVIEW (of Student Files)

G3

Student Name
ID # - Age of Student on GIEP
PERMISSION TO EVALUATE (PTE) - CONSENT FORM YES NO NA
8. PTE-Consent Form is present in the student file 8.
(If the answer to question 8 is No, indicate NA for questions 9-13) S
Date LEA sent PTE-Consent Form
Date of receipt of Consent Form
Date of Notice of Intent to Re-Evaluate, if applicable
The following information is present:
9.  Demographic data 9.
10. Reason(s) for referral for evaluation .
11. Proposed types of assessments and procedures m.
Date(s) of proposed evaluation(s) I
12. Contact person’s name and contact information 12,
13. Parent signature 13, : T
GIFTED WRITTEN REPORT (GWR) YES NO NA
14. GWR is present in the student file 14.
(If the answer to question 14 is No, indicate NA for questions I
15-22)
Date of GWR
15. GWR was completed within timelines . _ 15.
(60 calendar days from the date of LEA receipt of signed PTE, T
excluding summer break) :
16. A copy of the GWR was disseminated to parent(s) within 5 calendar days after 16.
_completion T
The following information is present:
17. Demographic data 17,
18. Date report was provided to parent(s) 18. -
19. Reason(s) for referral are present 19;
20. Reason(s) for referral reflect the reason(s) listed on the PTE-Consent Form - 20. : -
21. Evaluations and information provided by the parents of the student (or 2L -
documentation of LEA’s attempts to obtain parent input)
22. Teacher observations and recommendation 232,

File Review Initial Evaluation — Revised 9/7/2010



INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE IEP TEAM MEETING OR OTHER MEETING

YES NO NA
23. Invitation is present in the student file 23,
(If the answer to question 23 is No, indicate NA for questions 24-29) -
Date Sent
24. Invitation to Participate in the GIEP Meeting was issued prior to the meetingor 24,
documentation that parent signed waiver to move directly to GIEP meeting
The following information is present:
25. Demographic data 25,
26. Purpose(s) of the meeting 2%,
27. Invited GIEP team members 27.
28. Date/time/location of meeting 28.
29. Parent response, or documentation of parent attendance at the meeting, or 25
documentation of multiple efforts to encourage participation T
GIFTED INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLAN (GIEP) YES NO NA
Documentation of GIEP Team Participation
30. Parent(s) (or documented efforts to have them attend) 30.
31. Student (If parent(s) choose to have student participate) 3.
32. One or more of the student’s current regular education teachers 3.
33. Teacher of Gifted Students 3.
34. Local Education Agency Representative 34,
35. Other individuals at the discretion of either the parent(s) or LEA 35. : e
36. GIEP is present in the student file 16, e
Date of GIEP Team Meeting
37. GIEP was completed within timelines (Vo more than 30 calendar days from  37.
GWR)
The following information is present:
38. Demographic data 38
39. GIEP implementation date 9.
40. Anticipated duration of services and programs 40. : D
Present Levels of Education Performance (PLEPS)
The following information is present: YES NO NA
41. Student’s present levels of academic achievement 41.
42. Needs related to the student’s present levels of academic achievement. 42.
Annual Goals and Objectives (including academic and functional goals) (GIEP)
The following information is present: _ YES NO NA
43. Annual Goals are present and relate to the needs stated in the GWR. 43.
44. Short term learning outcomes which are responsive to learning needs identified 44. B
in the GWR -
45. Assessment procedures and timelines 45.
46. Periodic reports of student progress and when they will be provided to parents. 46, : -
47. Support services based upon the GWR are present and include anticipated o
47,

duration and frequency

File Review Initial Evaluation — Revised 9/7/2010




ﬁ OTICE OF RECOMMENDED ASSIGNMENT (NORA)

48. NORA is present in the student file.
(If the answer to question 48 is No, indicate NA for questions
49-59) ,
Date LEA sent current NORA
Date LEA received signed NORA

The following information 1s present:

49. Demographic data

50. Type of action taken

51. A description of the action proposed or refused by the LEA

52. An explanation of why the LEA proposed or refused to take the action

53. A description of the other options the GIEP team considered and the reason why
those options were rejected

54. Description of each evaluation procedure, assessment, record or report used as
the basis for proposed action or action refused

+55. Description of other factor(s) relevant to LEA’s proposal or refusal

56. Educational placement recommended (including amount and type)

57. Signature of school district superintendent

58. Copy of Notice of Parental Rights was given to parents during the school year

59. NORA reflects the educational placement indicated on the student’s GIEP

48.

49,
50.
31,
32,

54.

33.
56.
37
58.
B9,

YES NO

NA

File Review Initial Evaluation — Revised 9/7/2010
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G4

Chestnut Ridge School District

3281 VALLEY ROAD
FISHERTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 15539

(814) 839-4195

AMY D MILLER
Director of Special Education

November 3, 2010

Dear Parents:

On November 16" and 17" our school district will be undergoing a Gifted Compliance
Monitoring Audit by the PA Department of Education. This audit is routine and designed
to provide our district with commendations and recommendations for continuous
improvement to our gifted program.

Your child’s name was one of 14 selected for a file review and possible parent interview.
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that you may be contacted by one of the
compliance monitors for an interview about your child’s gifted programming. | have
attached a copy of the interview questions for your review. You DO NOT need to
complete the enclosed interview; it is simply to inform you of the questions you may be
asked. You will be contacted by phone. Please be honest in your responses as your
feedback will allow our district to make continuous improvement.

It is my hope that all parents will have the opportunity to provide feedback. In order to
ensure this, | am asking that you please fill out and send back the enclosed blue paper,
stating the best time to contact you by phone. Thank you in advance for your time and

input.

Educationally,

Amy D. Miller

Special Education Supervisor
Chestnut Ridge School District
814.839.4195 Ext. 2009
amiller@crsd.k12.pa.us

Enclosures: 2

Chestnut Ridge School District is an equal opportunity educational institution and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion
national origin, age, sex, disability and/or possession of a GED as opposed to a high school education in its activities, programs, or employmen
practices as required by Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Right s Act, Pennsylvania Human Relations Act ,Ttile IX of the Education Amendments
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the Americans with Disabilities Act.. For information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures
contact the appropriate building principal or the Civil Rights Coordinator for Title IX, Chestnut Ridge School District, 814-839-4195. Fo
information regarding services, activities, and facilities that are accessible to and usable by disabled persons, contact the Director of Specia
Education, Chestnut Ridge School District, 814-839-4195.



LEA ; ' Name of Student:
Monitoring Date: Student ID Number:

INTERVIEW EOR GIFTED STUDENT

Student’s Teacher:

Building Level: Elem School JR High/Middle High School _ Other

Student’s program: (optional) Student’s Age

Questions

Yes | No

Sometimes

93.

Does the gifted program provide you with topics and opportunities that extend the
curricula of the regular classroom?

94.

Did you participate in your gifted individualized education plan (GIEP) meeting?

9s.

Do you participate in the development and evaluation of your learning experiences?

96.

Do you believe there is sufficient communication between you and your gifted education
teacher? ,

97,

Are you provided with opportunities to generate ideas and think creatively?

98.

Are you provided with opportunities for independent study?

99

. Have you had the opportunity to select projects and topics of interest to you?

Please add any additional comments about your education and gifted program.

Parent Interview — March 20, 2009




INTERVIEW FOR PARENT OF GIFTED STUDENT

LEA (District): Name of Student:
Monitoring Date: ~ Student ID Number:
: . Student’s Teacher:
Building Level: Elem School JR High/Middle High School Other
Student’s program: (optional) Student’s Age

Name of Person Interviewed:

Relationship to-Student:

Questions Yes | No | Sometimes
80. Were you asked to provide information for your child's evaluation/reevaluation?
81. Did you have an opportunity to participate in developing your child's gifted education

plan?

82.

Was the Gifted Individualized Education Plan (GIEP) developed at the GIEP meeting?

83.

Were the regular education teacher(s), teacher of the gified and the district representative
present at the GIEP meeting? :

84.

Did the GIEP team consider the recommendations that you and others made in your
child’s most recent evaluation?

85.

Did the GIEP team accept or reject the evaluation team’s recommendations for gifted
education for appropriate educational reasons (i.e., not due to lack of staff, lack of funds,
lack of availability of services?)

86.

Are you aware of and understand gifted regulations, parental rights, procedural
safeguards, timelines, and district policy on gifted education?

87. Do you participate in evaluating the learning experiences of your child through the
GMDE & GIEP Processes?

88. Do you believe that the expectations for your child in the Gifted program are
appropriate? ' ' , :

89. Do you feel that the assessment methods are a good reflection of your child’s progress?

90. . Do you believe that there is sufficient communication between you and school district
personnel?

91. Is your child receiving the supports and services agreed upon at the GIEP meeting?

92. Were Present Levels of Educational Performance (PLEPs) determined for each subject

area prior to the GIEP meeting?

Please add any additional comments about your child's program.

Parent Interview — Revised 3/20/2009




LEA (school district):
Monitoring Date:

INTERVIEW FOR TEACHER OF GIFTED STUDENTS

Building Level: Elem School JR High/Middle High School

Student’s Name:

Other

Student’s program: (optional) Student’s Age

Read to interviewee: Your answers to the questions are kept confidential.

Questions

Yes

No

60.

Are you knowledgeable about Chapter 16 and your role in providing gifted education?

61.

Does the school district provide opportunity for parents to serve as a resource for gifted education
services? :

62.

Are you familiar with the content of the student's GIEP including annual goals, student learning
outcomes, and support services?

63.

Do you design and implement differentiated curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of gifted
students?

64,

Has the school district provided opportunities for training to adequately prepare you for the challenges
of teaching gifted children?

65.

Do you implement activities that extend above and beyond the general education curricula?

66.

Was the placement decision made by the GIEP team after the annua] goals and specially designed
instruction and support services were developed?

| 67.

If the student is not making progress in the gifted program, has the student been reevaluated or has the
GIEP been reviewed? (Answer only if applicable.)

68.

Is the student receiving the services and supports agreed upon in the GIEP?

69.

Does the GIEP meet the student’s needs?

70.

Were Present Levels of Educational Performance (PLEPS) determined for each subject area prior to the
GIEP meeting?

What do you do if a student is not making progress?

Please add émy additional comments about your program,

* Gifted Education Teacher Interview — Revised 3/20/2009




INTERVIEW FOR REGULAR EDUCATION TEACHER(S)

Gifted Education Monitoring
LEA (school district):
Monitoring Date: _ : _
Building Level: Elem School JR High/Middle High School
Other ‘ ‘ _
Student’s Name: :
Student’s program: (optional) Student’s Age

Read to interviewee: Your answers to the questions are kept confidential.

Questions : Yes '

No

71. Are you knowledgeable about Chapter 16, including the GMDE/GWR and the GIEP process and the
teacher’s role in providing gified education?

72. Are you familiar with the content of the student's GIEP including annual goals, student learning
outcomes, and support services? :

73. Do you design and implement differentiated curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of gifted
students? Please give an example.

74.. Has the school district provided opportunities for in-service and training to adequately prepare you for

the challenges of teaching gifted children?

75. Was the placement decision made by the GIEP team after the annual goals, specially designed
instruction, and support services were developed?

76. Is the student making progress in meeting the annual goals and leaming outcomes of the GLEP?
77. Is the student receiving the services and supports agreed upon in the GIEP? ;

78. Does GIEP meet the student’s needs?

79. Were Present Levels of Educational Performance (PLEPS) determined for each subject area prior to the
GIEP meeting?

What do you do if a student is not making progress?

Please add any additional comments about your program.

Regular Education Teacher Interview — Revised 3/20/2009
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